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PREFACE

Food Security is a subject which closely touches upon the well-
being of the mgjority of our people. So when | was requested to be the
Chairman of the Working Group on Public Distribution System and Food
Security, | readily accepted it.

When | took over, a great dea of the work had aready been
done. Lot of work was in progress. Dr. Arvind Virmani, Member-
Secretary had a clear idea what had been accomplished and what needed
to be done. All this made my task a great deal lighter.

The deliberations of the Working Group were facilitated by a
monograph prepared by Dr. J.V. Meenakshi on “The Public Distribution
System in the context of Changing Food Consumption Trends’. Dr.
Shikha Jha and Dr. Anil Sharma, members of the Working Group also
helped in the preparation of the Working Group Report by providing
valuable research inputs. A note on Food Coupons in Andhra Pradesh
was provided by Shri H.S.Brahma, Secretary, Food, Government of
Andhra Pradesh. In fact al the members of the Working Group took
active interest in the work of the Committee and made valuable and
constructive contributions. It was truly a working group. Shri P. V.
Rajeev Sebastian, provided excellent assistance in drafting the report.

The problems facing the country on the food front are immense.
Sound advice in dealing with the problems are not lacking. We have
here assembled together a great deal of ideas which could provide
direction as to how the nation should proceed. | am happy to present this
report of the Tenth Plan Working Group on Public Distribution System
and Food Security for the consideration of the Planning Commission and
all those concerned with the issue of food security.

DR.KIRIT PARIKH
CHAIRMAN
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